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Guiding Question

What is the role of a School Resource Officer (SRO) in my school?
Primary Audience and Topic
Primary Audience:
 Student
Primary Topic:  Law Enforcement
Secondary Audience and Topic
Secondary Audience:  Law Enforcement
Secondary Topic:  Law Enforcement
Context

General

What is it? (Summary) 

Oftentimes students are confused about what the presence of a School Resource Officer in their school means. Some students have concerns that the SRO is simply there to “get them into trouble” when in reality, the SRO’s main concern is the safety and well-being of the students and staff at the school. This resource offers an easy-to-understand overview of the three main responsibilities of an SRO.
How do you use it? (General) 

Students can use this handout to learn about the roles and responsibilities of a School Resource Officer.  
Audience- Specific: Primary Audience

How do you use it?  

Students should use this resource to learn about the roles of the SRO at their school.
When do you use it?

Students should use this guide when they have questions about the role of their school’s SRO. It would also be a helpful tool to use if a school is getting an SRO for the first time or for students who are new to the school.
Why do you use it?

This resource offers students a clear, easy-to-read guide to the primary roles of an SRO.

What other audience(s) would you collaborate with in using this site?

This resource should be used by counselors as part of a welcome packet given to new students.
Audience-Specific: Secondary Audience
How do you use it? 

School Resource Officers should use this resource when introducing themselves to students and parents at the beginning of the school year.
When do you use it?

SROs should use this guide with students and parents at the beginning of the school year to help clarify the roles that SROs play.
Why do you use it?

The guide is easy to read so students and parents of a wide range of levels will be able to easily access the information. Additionally, this guide dispels many myths that School Resource Officers are in the school because it is a bad school or because the students are bad.
What other audience(s) would you collaborate with in using this site?

This should be used in collaboration with the school counselor to help define the roles of the adults in the buiding.
Collaboration with Other Audiences

This resource should also be used by administrators to help explain the role of an SRO to the greater community.
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What is the role of a School Resource Officer (SRO) in my school?

A school Resource Officer, or SRO, has THREE main jobs:

· Law Enforcement Officer
One of the jobs of an SRO revolves around law enforcement. This includes walking around the school to make sure it is safe and secure, helping direct traffic at the beginning and end of each school day and investigating crimes that occur at school

· Law-Related Counselor
Another responsibility is to counsel the students. Most SROs have an “open-door” policy, which means students who have a problem are welcome to come and talk about it with the SRO.

· Law-Related Education Teacher
The last part of the SRO’s job is to educate students about law-related topics. For example, an SRO might spend some time talking to students about jobs in the law enforcement field.       
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