Station 1: Sound Off

Elements of Sound

One writing tool that many poets use is called repetition.  Repetition is when a word or a phrase is used several times to help create a music or rhythm in the poetry.

· Read the poem, Invitation, by Shel Silverstein.  

INVITATION

If you are a dreamer, come in,

If you are a dreamer, a wisher, a liar,

A hope-er, a pray-er, a magic bean buyer…

If you’re a pretender, come sit by my fire

For we have some flax-golden tales to spin

Come in!

Come in!

By Shel Silverstein (Where the Sidewalk Ends)

What do you notice about the rhythm of the poem?  How does it sound when you read it?  

Are there any repeated words or phrases?

Why do you think Shel Silverstein chose to use repetition in this poem?

Take this sheet and glue it into your Poetry Journal before you leave this station.
Another writing tool often used by poets is called onomatopoeia.  Onomatopoeia is using words or phrases that seem to imitate a sound like buzz or crash.

2.  Read the poem, Joey by Shel Silverstein.  

Circle all of the onomatopoeia you can find in this poem.

JOEY

Joey Joey took a stone

And knocked 

Down

The 

Sun!

And whoosh! It swizzled

Down so hard,

And bloomp! It bounced

In his backyard,

And glunk! It landed

On his toe!

And the world was dark,

And the corn wouldn’t grow,

And the wind wouldn’t blow,

And the cock wouldn’t crow,

And it always was night,

Night,

Night.

Do you notice any repetition in this poem?  Underline all of the uses of repetition.

Take this sheet and glue it into your Poetry Journal before you leave this station.

